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The Slate District

 10

RTO

The last issue of The Slate was published and emailed to our members on April 14, 2020. Due to 
Covid19 we were unable to get it printed and mailed to our members.   
Only those members who have given their email address to head office in Toronto will have 
received a copy.   If you would like to still see it, it is available on our website at rto/ero District 10 
Laurie James - Newsletter Editor 

There is very little to report at this time due to Covid19. We are still having presidents 
meeting with Provincial once a month via Zoom. District wise we now have our own Zoom 
account from Provincial with which to run our own meetings. It will be like this for some 
time to come and maybe in the future, in order to cut down expenses for in person 
meetings.   Provincial Board elections will be held through Zoom as there will be no Forum 
(Senate) this year. I will be one of the 6 candidates running for 3 positions on the Board. 
It is good to see our area opening up towards normal but we must not let our guard down. 
It will be a new “normal”. Maybe this virus has given us a new respect for what makes our 
society tick and appreciate more the contributions that others make in our daily lives.  
Stay safe, mask up when necessary, wash your hands. 
Malcolm Beddoe District 10 President

Is this our new normal?Show you care. 
These last seven months have 
certainly created a new normal. Living 
alone has been lonely. Fortunately we 
have been able to communicate by 
email or phone or even the dreaded 
ZOOM meetings.  I hope you have 
been checking with those who you 
know have been finding this time 
difficult. Friends and people who show 
they care have certainly helped.  
Cleaning of closets and cupboards 
can only fill the void from personal 
contact for so long. I have gone back 
to personal hobbies and reading. I am 
really missing the face to face contact 
and HUGS. Stay healthy. Keep 
washing hands and wearing masks 
when in public spaces. 
Stay strong and remember there will 
be stories to tell when the pandemic is 
a memory. 

DONNA Henderson Foundation 
Coordinator for District 10 
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DISTRICT 10 EXECUTIVE
President, Pension & Retirement
   Malcolm Beddoe

   jbm.ux76@yahoo.ca 519-369-2012

First Vice President
    Lynda Monck

    lynda.monck@gmail.com 519-376-8031

 Second Vice President
    Currently Unfilled

  Secretary & Travel Coordinator           
   Jan Chamberlain

   shop_a_holic@rogers.com 519-371-3559

Treasurer, Goodwill
   Pat Kalapaca

   patkal@sympatico.ca 519-928-5396

Past President, Charitable Foundation                                 
& Political Advocacy, Dufferin President
   Donna Henderson                         

   donmayhen@hotmail.com 519-942-0917

Health & Insurance
   Brigita Jogi

   meo.krkn@gmail.com  519-986-2805

Membership
   Sheila Mudge

  smudged@brucetelecom.com  519-363-5556

Newsletter Editor
  Laurie James

   lauriejames@bmts.com  519-371-0063

Website
   Cindy Matthews

    cindymatthews1957@gmail.com  519-635-3764

Bruce/Grey President, Goodwill           
   Mary Jane MacArthur

   maryjanequinn50@gmail.com  226-664-0673

Cancellations! Cancellations! 
Well, it has been quite an interesting few months. It is amazing how our lives 
can change ever so quickly.   The spread of Covid19 first known as the 
Corona Virus has been catastrophic. Our global connections have made it so 
easy to spread a global disease and create a pandemic.   I am sure many of 
our retired friends were travelling this past winter.  Many thought that the virus 
was foreign and might stay in the Asian countries. We sure have had our eyes 
opened wide! 
As we are all aware, just about everything in a public way shut down.  
Covid19  stopped many of our RTO sponsored functions. 
1) Simple Machines - The Grey Roots display for primary and junior students 
did not open as the museum closed in mid March. Our Bruce/Grey Unit was 
excited  about this student activity-centered display.  The future plans for this 
display have yet to be decided. 
2) Earth Film Festival - Our annual  GSC Foundation Earth Film Festival that 
RTO helps sponsor and involves close to 800 students had to be cancelled. A 
tentative plan was to reschedule it to the Thanksgiving weekend. It now 
appears we will host the Earth Film Festival, hopefully on Earth Day, April 22, 
2021, at the Roxy Theatre. The theme is highlighting the flight of the monarch 
butterflies. 
3) Student Art Show - Our annual  secondary school art show hosted by the 
Owen Sound Artists` Co-op was cancelled as all schools in the province were 
closed. Our RTO sponsorship helps to provide cash awards for the winning 
artists.                          
                  continued on page 3 

You have a voice! 
You, like myself, have likely been following the daily Federal and Provincial 
reports. Our governments are definitely trying, in uncharted areas, to meet the 
needs of the people of Canada and Ontario. 
I hope that you have not been locked out of visiting with your close family or 
friends because of senior residences’ restrictions. I have not been able to see 
a relative since early March. I applaud those health care workers who have put 
their own health and that of their families in jeopardy.  
As former educators, grandparents and parents I am sure you are as 
concerned as I am with the “Return to Schools” that are set for September. 
YOU have a voice, that needs to be HEARD and you need to encourage those 
around you to make the right decisions for the welfare of the children, 
teachers, education workers and the community. 
DONNA Henderson Public Relations Rep. for District 10 
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Upon pondering the question what have you done during the 
COVID19 outbreak, I realize that five months have passed 
while I have social distanced, stayed at home in self-isolation 
with my husband and delayed family birthday, anniversary and 
special event celebrations such as Easter, long weekends, 
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day. Finally, this past weekend my 
family members, with the grandchildren were able to visit 
together for a barbecue. I seem to have found a new 
appreciation and gratefulness for my wonderful children, 
grandchildren and family life.  
This has been a very challenging time for me as I was writing 
and preparing an RTO Service to Others project for 2020-2021 
with the RTO Bruce/Grey/Dufferin District 10 executive 
members, as your District 10 Bruce/Grey Unit 1, second vice-
president. The District 10 executive approved and supported 
preparing a project, Service to Others this year. The final 
timeline for submission has been extended to August 14, 2020, 
due to COVID19. The RTO District 10 supported an application 
to go forward to the RTO Service to Others Committee in 
Toronto for approval. If the project is accepted more information 
will be available in September. There will be a need for 
volunteers to help with the project in the fall. The Service to 
Others project encourages the RTO members to give back to 
their community with a supportive monetary grant up to 
$4,000.00.  
COVID19 restrictions and guidelines from the Bruce/Grey 
Health Unit and the Ontario Provincial Government will be 
followed. District 10 has approved the application with this in 
mind so that the project can proceed with care, safety and 
social distancing if needed.   

I seem to have acquired many challenges within a short time. 
The application was written and then COVID19 was announced 
on the news. My attitude was to stay safe and stay well thinking 
about one day at a time not knowing the effects of the 
restrictions due to the contagious virus on daily life routines. 
Then on Good Friday, I had a fall backwards in the kitchen and 
my head and neck hit the counter. The result was that I 
fractured the C-2 vertebrae at the top of my neck. For 6 
continuous weeks, I wore a special neck brace to immobilize 
my neck and then another 4 weeks to wean myself off the neck 
brace slowly until the fracture healed. It has been almost 4 
months and I am still healing. I am relearning to turn my head 
left and right for peripheral vision. My neck mobility will take 
time to return to normal. My vision is straight ahead at this time. 
Driving my car is still in the future. I am blessed that I have had 
my husband as my caretaker and the amazing medical staff 
that has supported and cared for me. I am an optimistic person 
who has enjoyed new experiences and learning. Now that I am 
healing well, I have had the opportunity to learn to make fresh 
pizza dough, potato latkes, fresh homemade tortillas. I have an 
amazing cookbook that has waited for me for many years. I am 
actually enjoying cooking and baking. 
I look forward to sharing more information about the RTO 
District 10 Bruce/Grey/Dufferin Project Service to Others, 
2020-2021 in the next newsletter. 
Stay safe and stay well. 
Respectfully submitted,  
Sharron Colter 
Unit 1, Second Vice President 
dshcolter@eastlink.ca

New Challenges, Adventures and Learning During COVID-19

4) Grey Roots - Our beautiful museum  has been closed since mid March.   Many retired teachers volunteer either in the museum or 
the Moreston Village. The loss of the museum  and the historical village has had a negative impact, with no school visitations and the 
lack of tourists visiting. There is a tentative plan to have the museum and the village opened in the fall. 
5) Community Service Awards - This year our RTO District 10 is still planning to award the Community Service Awards for students 
who have been active volunteers in their communities.  Three schools did virtual graduations  in June and the students received a 
certificate, a letter and a cheque for $150 from RTO District 10. The secondary schools of  Bluewater District  plan to hold graduations 
in October. 
I know many of our RTO members have had events changed, cancelled, trips stopped, meetings stopped and organizations resorting 
to TEAM  organized (computer) meetings.  It is our new “normal”. 
On a personal note, thanks to our insurance plan with Johnsons, my wife Susan and I received back all our expenses that we paid 
from our cancelled trip to Spain.  (Editor’s note: I too was on that trip and received all of my expenses back as well from Johnsons!) 
Don Sankey - Unit 1 District 10 Public Relations Rep 
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Changed your address

or your email?


ALWAYS inform head office of RTO/ERO if you have  
changed your address or email.   

Please contact membership@rto-ero.org  
or rtoero.ca or  1-800-361-9888 ext. 223 

Please include your RTO/ERO membership number 
when requesting a change.

  Cancelled until further notice  Coffee Breaks in Bruce/Grey  Local coffee establishments 
    Postponed - date will be announced AGM     Varney    
    October 1, 2020    Chicago    Cancelled 
    October 22, 2020    Return To Grace   Cancelled 

 ✂    DATES TO REMEMBER

District 10 RTO 
15 Bielby St
Grand Valley, ON
L9W 5M3

Publication Mail-Poste Publication
Agreement Number 7107141
Postage Paid

Want to find our Facebook page?                                                    
Google RTOERODistrict10 Facebook OR    

https://www.facebook.com/pg/
RTOERODistrict10-116644709738674/about/ 

OR click the ‘f’ in the top right corner of the                                  
District 10 website:  https://district10.rto-ero.org/ 
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