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District



 10


Mary Jane  
MacArthur

* President’s Message *

Happy New Year to all our Bruce, Grey and 
Dufferin RTO members! By the time you 
receive this newsletter, snow may have finally 
fallen and we will once again be able to get 
out and enjoy some winter activities. What a 
strange holiday season it has been to see 
some of the flowers in our gardens blooming, 
the grass actually growing and the animals 
that should be hibernating for winter still 
scurrying around the yard looking for food. 
May good health and happiness be yours this 
year. 

It promises to be a very exciting year for RTO 
District 10 as we are planning our very first 
Seniors’ Workshop to be held Wednesday, 
April 27th, 2016 at the Owen Sound Legion. 
Six one hour presentations will be offered 
throughout the day commencing at 9:30 a.m. 
and ending at 2:30 p.m. Each participant will 
be given a choice of three of the six 
presentations. They include: 1) Social Media 
and Internet Security, 2) The Anti Fraud 
Centre, 3) Downsizing or Rightsizing Our 
Homes, 4) Tai Chi Demonstration, 5) Aging 
and Wellness, and 6) Wills, Power of 
Attorney and Probate Laws. Registration will 
start at 9:00 a.m. that day with lunch being 
provided by the Legion. The $20.00 price of 
the workshop will cover the cost of your lunch 
and a refreshment break.   All RTO members, 

friends and other seniors in the community 
are being invited to attend. Please mark this 
date on your calendar, mention it to your 
friends and plan on attending this worthwhile 
workshop.  

I recently attended RTO Fall Senate along 
with Lynda Monck, Bruce/Grey Unit 
President, and Donna Henderson, First Vice 
President of District 10. Provincial RTO has 
recently hired a new Executive Director, Jim 
Grieve, as Harold Braithwaite has retired. Jim 
is very interested in the work of each district 
and its members throughout Ontario. His 
mandate is to improve communications 
between the RTO Provincial office and 
existing members as well as encouraging 
new members to join RTO. Jim has been 
invited to join us at our Seniors’ Workshop in 
April.  

Some interesting information regarding our 
membership was shared with us at Senate. 
There are currently 72,000 RTO members.  A 
total of 90,000 people (56,000 members plus 
spouses) belong to Johnson Inc. There are 
129,000 retired educators receiving OTPP. 
Approximately 100,000 active teachers will 
be moving into retirement in the next twenty 
years. A recent membership survey   
Continued on page 2 
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 President’s message continued… 

completed by 3800 of our members indicated the 
following:                                                                
1) a need to improve internal communications          
2) to continue to improve the website                                              
3) a need for diversity and equity ( First Nations 
and Francophones)                                                          
4) a need for a strategy or plan to be reviewed on 
an annual basis                                                             
5) a need to do regular research. 

Project Service to Others grants are still available through 
RTO Provincial for our RTO members who are involved in 
worthwhile volunteer projects within their communities. Each 

district annually selects a local project which meets the proper 
criteria and submits the application for funding to Provincial by 
June of each year. If you or someone you know is involved in 
a worthy project that could use some financial assistance, 
please contact one of our District 10 Executive members or 
check out the RTO website for more information. 

Our District 10 Executive members work diligently as 
volunteers on your behalf but we do have our limitations. 
Please be gentle with us and be wary of placing undue 
expectations and demands upon us. A kind word or 
expression of appreciation is always gratefully received. We 
are constantly looking for new Executive members to assist 
us in meet ing the needs o f our membersh ip .                         

All the best in 2016! 

In keeping with our New Year’s 
resolutions, we’ve tidied our in/out 
box of all the items we never got 
a round to send ing , such as 
prescription claims, orthotics and 
massage therapies to name a few. 
Now we ask ourselves, what else? 
You’ve given up smoking (good for 
you), you’ve decided not to try 
“vaping” (electronic cigarettes) 
because the health consequences 

h a v e n o t b e e n d e f i n i t i v e l y 
researched. Plus, as with regular 
cigarettes, the by-laws in most 
municipalities equate vaping with 
smoking and impose the same fines 
in restricted areas.  
So you ask, what about “medical 
marijuana”? Nothing has yet been 
said for certain; however, rumour has 
it that lighting up in public will also not 
be condoned. And, before you ask, 

medical marijuana is not eligible for 
drug claims, as it has not been 
approved by Health Canada. 
As subjects of interest come to mind, 
we’ll try to get answers for you. Our 
world is evolving and so our horizons 
expand. Let’s keep up! 
Please feel free to contact me with 
your concerns at: 
meo.krkn@gmail.com 
519-986-2805

Brigita  
Jogi * HEALTH & INSURANCE * 

* FOUNDATION NEWS * 
Remember OUR Foundation has been established 
to promote care for seniors and the study of aging. 

This autumn the members of the District 10 RTO 
Executive and myself delivered to all the funeral 
homes in the district the Memory cards to be used by 
our members if so wished when donating at the time 
of the passing of a loved one or friend. 

In total over the province, 515 funeral homes were 
contacted and now have some cards available. 

Please promote the Foundation as a charity of 
choice for families to request when a loved one 
passes away. Wording you can share for funeral 
homes and obituaries is: 
As an expression of sympathy, donations may be 
made to the RTO/ERO Foundation, 300-18 
S p a d i n a R d . , To r o n t o , O N M 5 R 2 S 7 
1-800-361-9888 

Donna Henderson                                                 
RTO District 10                                            
Foundation Chair 
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 * PENSION REPORT * 
As a result of the fall Provincial Pension's Workshop a survey was very successfully 

completed. This was studied by the Pensions and Retirement Concerns Committee and 
suggestions were duly noted to be acted upon where possible.   Members of this committee monitor external organizations in 
an effort to identify trends and issues that would help us asses the pension and pension concerns environment and address 
these issues. We report our findings at every meeting.   It was decided that we would share some of these issues in the form 
of a DID YOU KNOW section, one of which follows: 
DID YOU KNOW? …  
The CPP Investment Board ended its second quarter of the 2015 fiscal year with net assets of $272.9 billion compared to 
$268.6 billion at the end of the previous quarter giving a $4.2 billion increase - only 24.1% of this was invested in Canada.  
FAQ -- How Long Can Canadians Stay in the U.S. Without Paying U.S. Taxes? 
-If you complete the form known as FORM 8840 (Closer Connection Exception Statement For Aliens) you can spend  the full 
182 days in the U.S. without paying U.S. taxes. This follows the formula, called the " Substantial Presence Test”, which is done 
over a 3 year span :  
                                  Each day in the U.S. in the current year          = 1 day      for each day 
                                  Each day in the U.S. in the prior year              =  1/3 day  for each day 
                                  Each day in the U.S. in the next year back      =  1/6 day  for each day 
If the sum of those 3 years totals 183 days or more, the IRS may insist that you file a U.S. tax form. E.G. if you spent 180 days 
in the U.S.in both 2013, and 2014, you should limit your time to 92 days in 2015 in order to avoid being classified as a U.S. 
resident by the IRS.   There are exemptions available for students, teachers, diplomats and for someone unable to leave 
because they develop a medical condition whilst in the U.S.   N.B. You establish your close connection to Canada through 
things like having a permanent home, personal belongings, driver's licence and a passport. 
Please consult the website for Form 8840 which can be found on www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8840.pdf  ( details found on 
page 3 ). 
In conclusion a reminder that we will be having a Retirement Pensions Workshop on Saturday April 23rd so if you know of 
anyone about to retire within the next 5 years let them know of this workshop. This is open to all who are involved with 
education in any form both in Public and Catholic Boards.  

As of December 31, 2015, the last date for which data was 
available before this newsletter went to press, there were 
1664 members in District 10.  1371 were members of the 
Bruce Grey unit and 293 were from Dufferin.  One new 
member joined Bruce Grey in December and one member 
cancelled her membership.  Three members passed away.  
In Dufferin, one member transferred his membership into the 
unit, and one member passed away. 
  
As a district we are struggling to maintain our membership 
numbers, but even more concerning is the number of people 

who seem to have disappeared.  I have had more than a 
dozen pieces of mail returned to me marked, “Address 
Unknown”, including Christmas cards for our Goodwill 
clients and the last issues of both The Slate and Bruce Grey 
News.  We need up to date contact information in order 
to communicate with our members. 
  
Please encourage anyone who has moved recently to 
contact Dianne Vezeau at the provincial office: 
dvezeau@rto-ero.org or 1-800-361-9888 ext. 223

Malcolm  
Beddoe

* MEMBERSHIP *

Sheila  
Mudge
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* Political Advocacy Report * Donna 
Henderson

There are very few things that would be 
news to you after a Federal election 
and the declaration of a new Prime 
Minister. I hope that you saw the ads 
placed in the district papers sponsored 
by Provincial RTO /ERO during the 
Federal election urging people to make 
intelligent decisions on the future 
welfare of seniors provincially and 
federally. Many of you are very 
informed about provincial and federal 
happenings by listening to the daily 
news b roadcas ts and read ing 
newspapers and on line. My report this 
time will add some new facts to your 
political minds. I always hope you read 
the reports and if you have questions or 
concerns please call me. 

The next article was received from the 
Provincial office and will be of great 
interest to all: 
January 2015, a new regulation under 
the Estate Administration Tax Act 
(EATA) was enacted related to 
information required under various 
sections of the Act.  One section states 
that trustees must provide information 
about the deceased person as 
prescribed by the Minister of Finance.  
Another states that the information 
must be provided within a timeframe 
prescribed, but when the Act was 
passed, that timeframe was not 
outlined.  A third section of EATA states 
that the previous section about the 
timeframe applies to applications for 
estate certificates (probate) made on 
“or after such later date as may be 
prescr ibed by the Min is te r o f 
Finance.”     
The “later date” is what was prescribed 
in the new regulation passed in January 

2015.  It basically states that 
information about a deceased person 
must be provided by the estate 
representative (trustee) no later than 90 
days after an estate certificate is 
issued.  
The new regulation also prescribes the 
in fo rmat ion tha t i s requested, 
including:  name, address, date of birth, 
date of death, complete list of assets, 
name and contact information for estate 
representative, and the date on which 
the certificate was issued.  It also 
requires the estate representative to 
update or amend information previously 
provided if it is determined that that 
information was incomplete or incorrect 
when initially communicated.  
Most importantly, estate or probate 
fees have not changed as a result of 
the new regulation.  The regulation 
simply provides for the timeline of the 
reporting structure and the type of 
information required by the provincial 
government.  
Savings Accounts  
The new regulation passed in January 
2015 under the Estate Administration 
Tax Act has no impact on the status of 
various savings accounts belonging to 
a deceased individual.  These plans, 
which include Tax-Free Savings 
Accounts (TFSA), Life Insurance 
pol ic ies, Registered Retirement 
Savings Plans or Income Funds 
(RRSPs or RRIFs), do not form part of 
one’s estate, are passed on outside of 
a will and, therefore, are not subject to 
estate tax or probate fees.  
While living, the holder of such savings 
accounts can designate a spouse/
partner as a “successor holder” or 

designate a beneficiary such as 
spouse/partner, child or sibling.  Upon 
death of a holder, successor holders 
acquires the savings account “as is” 
and while they cannot add monies to 
the account, they can either maintain it 
or transfer the funds to their own 
account.  
In the case of beneficiaries, upon 
death, monies are distributed to them 
and the savings accounts cease to 
exist.  The beneficiaries will have to 
account for added income on their own 
tax filings.  If there are no successor 
holders or beneficiaries named, then 
the savings accounts do form part of 
the estate and estate tax/probate fees 
would apply.  

FYI 
If you're planning on fishing or hunting 
in Ontario next year, check to see if 
your Outdoors Card expires at the end 
of 2015. If it does, you can renew it 
now.   

Ontario is taking action to better 
protect Ontarians against diseases that 
can be prevented by vaccines.  

Ontario is helping to boost capacity for 
settlement agencies in six communities 
where federally funded Resettlement 
Assistance Program agencies are 
located and which are expected to 
receive the majority of refugees from 
the Syrian conflict.  
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Make volunteering in your community  your  
New Year`s resolution. 

One of the great benefits from learning and enjoying the 
experience is the acknowledgement you get from Ontario.  
The volunteers who assist or volunteer at provincially 
endorsed venues receive a volunteer card after 20 hours 
of volunteer service.  You can use this volunteer card to 
receive reduced rates as well as free admission to most 
provincially run museums and art galleries.  You can visit 
ROM or AGO in Toronto as well as receiving reduced rates 
for special shows at each venue.   This program is called 
Attractions Ontario Reciprocal Admission Program.   A 

wide variety of attractions in Ontario provide benefits to 
fellow cultural and tourism workers, including volunteers.  
There is a full list of participating attractions with their 
benefits on their website.   

Volunteers play an essential role in the mission of Grey 
Roots Museum, and Archives and the Bruce County 
Museum.  We are grateful for the time you give. In 
recognition of the commitment you have made to our 
volunteer assignment, Grey Roots and Bruce County 
Museums offer the following benefits to our valued 
volunteers: 
Discounts in the Gift Shop  As a volunteer, you are 
entitled to a 10% discount on purchases. 
Museum Admission   Upon completion of 20 hours of 
volunteer service annually, volunteers and one guest may 
visit Grey Roots or Bruce County Museum at no charge. 

Submitted by Don Sankey

RTO/ERO and ETFO BLUEWATER EDUCATORS’ BONSPIEL   


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2016                                 
DURHAM CURLING CLUB 


 DETAILS: Three  6 End Games (9 am and 10:30 am) First 16 teams 
 COST: $140 per team (coffee, lunch and dinner plus meat prizes) 
 Experience not necessary - Come and have fun. 
 Open to all Bluewater employees and retired employees. 
 CONTACT: Malcolm Beddoe 519-369-2012 jbm.ux76@yahoo.ca or 

      Susan Gowing/Spruce Ridge Community School 519-369-2217

V.O.N. Volunteers 
The local V.O.N. have a number of volunteer activities 
available for our RTO members.  The programs offered in 
our region are: 
a) SMART Fitness Classes- need volunteers who would 

be trained by the VON. 
b) Supportive Care- Volunteers needed for supportive 

care (palliative) in homes as well as the residential 
Hospice in Owen Sound. 

c) Caregivers Support Circle - Caregiver relief program. 
d) Bereavement Support Groups - Volunteers needed to 

assist with sessions. 
If any of our members are interested, please contact the 
VON.    
Loretta Dunn - Co-ordinator of Volunteers in Owen Sound 
519-371-5331 Ext.411        lorettadunn@von.ca 
Colleen Lucas - Co-ordinator of Volunteers in Dufferin 
519-323-2330 Ext. 4962     colleen.lucas@von.ca 
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A CHORUS LINE

Tuesday, October 25, 2016       Stratford, ON


On stage, they move as one. But each member of that glittering line has a unique history of hope and heartbreak, revealed in 
the life stories they share in this inspiring musical masterpiece. Music by Marvin Hamlisch. 

Pickups will be made along the route to Stratford.    
Includes: Show ticket, coach, dinner at  Anna Mae’s in Milbank (not licensed)  (pre-order your choice of broasted chicken or 
  roast beef dinner)  Lunch is on your own in Stratford. 
Contact: Kay Simpson to reserve your ticket: 
      kay.simpson@hotmail.com      519-371-3990 
Total Cost of the trip must be paid with TWO separate cheques. 
Make your coach and show ticket cheque out to: INSIGHT TOURS for $114.60 It may be postdated to Aug. 15/16 
Make your dinner, taxes, gratuities and bus driver tip cheque out to: DISTRICT 10 RTO TRAVEL for $20.30 It may be 
postdated to Aug. 15/16. 

MAMMA MIA 
Tuesday, April 26, 2016     

Dunfield, Theatre, Cambridge  
A mother…a daughter…three possible dads…and a 
trip down the aisle you’ll never forget as new love 

blooms and old romances are rekindled on a Greek island full of 
possibilities.  Featuring the chart-topping hits of Swedish supergroup 
ABBA, Mamma Mia! is the musical phenomenon that entertained 54 
million people around the world.  Don’t miss this joyful celebration of 
mothers, daughters old friends, and new family. 
Pickups will be made along the route to St. Jacobs. 

Includes:  Show ticket, coach, and dinner at the Crossroads   
       Restaurant in Elmira.   
Lunch is on your own with shopping in the morning in St. Jacobs. 

Contact: Laurie James lauriejames@bmts.com  519-371-0063  
     1400 13th Ave. East, Owen Sound, ON N4K 6L8   

Total Cost of the trip must be paid with TWO separate cheques. 
Make your coach and show ticket cheque out to:   
INSIGHT TOURS for $70.95 
Make your dinner, taxes, gratuities and bus driver tip 
cheque out to:  DISTRICT 10 RTO TRAVEL for $32.50 

RIVERDANCE 20 YEARS 
Wednesday, May 25, 2016      

Ed Mirvish Theatre, Toronto 
The international Irish dance phenomenon is back 
by popular demand. The combined talents of the 

performers propel Irish dancing and music into the 
present day capturing the imagination of audiences in an innovative 
and exciting blend of dance, music and song. Join us to experience 
the energy, the sensuality and the spectacle of Riverdance.  
Pickups will be made along the route to Toronto.    
Includes: Show ticket, coach, and dinner at the Mandarin 
Restaurant  in Brampton 
Lunch is on your own in Toronto. 
Contact : Kay S impson to reserve your t i cke t 
kay.simpson@hotmail.com     519-371-3990 
  

Total Cost of the trip must be paid with TWO separate cheques. 

Make your coach and show ticket cheque out to:   
INSIGHT TOURS for $95.17 
The cost for dinner, tax, gratuity and bus driver gratuity is $27.85 
each for Seniors 65+ with ID (to show in the Mandarin) or $34.25 
each for non-Seniors, payable to DISTRICT 10 RTO TRAVEL 

WAIVER FORMS ARE REQUIRED FOR EACH OF OUR TRIPS AND ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE CONTACT PERSON.

mailto:kay.simpson@hotmail.com
mailto:lauriejames@bmts.com
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5 Day Kingston, Ottawa & Gananoque Trip 
                           June 12 - 16, 2016 

Trip includes: 
1) Transportation on coach with AC and washroom 
2) Services of tour director 
3) All tour arrangements 
4) Taxes and tips  
5) Accommodations downtown within walking distance,  4 deluxe continental 

breakfasts and 1 dinner in Ottawa 
Excursions include: Guided tour of Fort Henry, Kingston Glass Studio & Gallery, Kingston’s waterfront. Penitentiary Museum, Marine 
Museum of the Great Lakes, National Gallery of Canada, ByWard Market, tour of Ottawa, RCMP Musical Ride Centre, Rideau Centre, 
Canadian War Museum, Nepean Point, Parliamentary Tour, Peace Tower, National War Memorial, Canada Aviation and Space 
Museum, Browsing in Gananoque, Lost Ships of the 1000 Islands Cruise. 
Price based on a minimum of 35 paying participants. 
Double Occupancy $ 882         Single Occupancy $ 1,122 

Contact:  Jan Chamberlain shop_a_holic@rogers.com   519-371-3559 
Deposit cheque made out to MacDonald’s Tours for $250 dated March 25, 2016 .     

Send to Jan Chamberlain at 190 Somers St., RR 7, Owen Sound, Ontario N4K 6V5 . 
Arrangements can be made to pay MacDonald Tours directly by VISA or MC. 

*Please note I am out of the country until March 25th. but available by email. 

5 Day San Antonio, Texas Trip 
                                     November 1 – 5, 2016 

Trip includes: 
1) Transportation on coach with AC and washroom 
2) Services of tour director 
3) All tour arrangements 
4) Taxes and tips  
5) Supplementary hospitalization insurance while in U.S. 
6) Accommodations downtown within walking distance of Alamo, Market Square, restaurants 
7) 4 deluxe continental breakfasts & 1 dinner at the Iron Cactus 

Attractions include: Spy: The Exhibit, Rivercentre Mall, San Antonio River Cruise, The Alamo, La Villita Historic Arts Village, Natural 
Bridge Caverns’ Discovery Tour  (walking involved) Tower of the Americas, Hop-On-Hop-Off Double Decker Tour. 

Price per person: based on a minimum of 35 paying participants 
Double Occupancy $1 108 + air Fare       Single Occupancy $1 498 + air Fare 

Contact:        Jan Chamberlain shop_a_holic@rogers.com   519-371-3559 
Deposit cheque made out to MacDonald’s Tours for $350 dated March 30, 2016 . 

Send to Jan Chamberlain at 190 Somers St., RR 7, Owen Sound, Ontario N4K 6V5 . 
Arrangements can be made to pay MacDonald Tours directly by VISA or MC. 

*Please note I am out of the country until March 25th. but available by email.  

mailto:shop_a_holic@rogers.com
mailto:shop_a_holic@rogers.com
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    January 26, 2016  9:15 Monthly Recess Coffee Break  Local Coffee Establishments 
      February 9, 2016   Deadline for STO Grant  Send to District President 
      February 15, 2016   STO Scholarship deadline        Provincial Head Office 
      February 20, 2016   RTO/ETFO Curling Bonspiel  Durham 
      February 23, 2016  9:15 Monthly Recess Coffee Break  Local Coffee Establishments 
      March 29, 2016  9:15 Monthly Recess Coffee Break   Local Coffee Establishments 
      April 13, 2016   Deadline for The Slate info  lauriejames@bmts.com 
      April 23, 2016   Retirement & Pension Workshop Chesley Administration Centre 
      April 26, 2016  9:15 Monthly Recess Coffee Break  Local Coffee Establishments 
      April 26, 2016   Mamma Mia     Cambridge, ON 
      April 27, 2016  9:00 Seniors’ Workshop   Legion, Owen Sound 

 ✂    DATES TO REMEMBER

Changed your address or your email?

We encourage you to always inform head office of RTO/ERO if you 
have changed your address or email.  Please contact Dianne Vezeau at 
dvezeau@rto-ero.org or  1-800-361-9888 ext. 223

mailto:dvezeau@rto-ero.org
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